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Sachin Tendueliar Me G()d of emliet

- Chetan Jogekar
B.Sc.-III

Sachin Ramesh Tendulkar created history by

becaming the first crick-
eter in the world to score j
50th century when he | 2 |
reached the historic mo- fzsﬂ
ment with a single off the ~ :
south african pacer steyn (
at Centurian. What a mo- *
ment! What an achievement!
What a contribution to Indian
Cricket!

My memory flashbacked. Last
year during my visit to England, | had been
to London. My first preference was to visit
Madame Tsussad’s Wax Museum. Where the
lifelike wax statues of world famous cricket-
ers, sports stars, actors, dancers, singers, au-
thors, leaders etc are put up and exhibited. When |
entered the Museum, first of all, | could not restrict
myself along with my family to have a photograph
with Sachin beautiful lifelike statue, holding both hands
up with a bat in the right hand. To have a wax statue
of Sachin at the Museum is the greatest respect and
honour shown to Sachin’s achievement in interna-
tional cricket by England, the origin of the game of
cricket.

Sachin Tendulkar has become the house-
hold name not only in India but all
over the world. He has
been the backbone of the
Indian cricket team
throughout his career of
21 years. Presently at
the age of 37, he is
centpercent fit, mentally and
physically. He is as egile as
ever. He is the perfect example of
discipline, technique, sportsmanship
and humbleness.
We all are righteously proud of him
not because he is a Marathi lad or a
Maharashtrian, but because he is a true
Indian who is solely responsible for el-
evation of glory of Indian Cricket globely.

Under the able guidance of his Guru
Ramakant Acharekar, Sachin learnt basics of cricket
during his early days. He was selected in the Indian
Cricket Team based on his partnership of 664 runs
with his school friend Vinod Kambali. Sunil Gavaskar
was Sachin’s role model in cricket. Sachin played
his first Test match on November 15, 1989 against
Pakistan in Karachi during 1989-90 Indo-Pak Series.
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At that time he was just 16 years and 205 days old.
He also made his debut time no one expected that
this teanager will become a legend of India in the
coming days. The 1989 international debut was far
less spectaculary, infact was forgettable. But the next
two decades saw him punishing bowlers all over the
world on all kinds of pitches. His first Test Century
came in England next year in 1990 at Old Trafford,
Manchester.

The 37 year old right hander, Sachin who
has spent a remarkable 21 years in international
cricket has perhaps every batting record that is there
to be taken under his belt and adding to the count-
less tally is the historic 50" Century.

A staggering 14477 runs with 50 tons scored
in 175 Tests at a robust overage of 57 confirmed
Tendulkar’s greatness in the longer version of the
game. Tendulkar played 422 ODI's, accumulating
17598 runs at a healthy overage of 45.12. He hit 46
centuries. He is the only ODI batsman in the world to
score a double century in ODI's. This fact was in-
cluded in ‘Times Magazine's Top Ten Sports Mo-
ment of the Year’.

But Sachin has restricted himself from inter-
national Twenty-20 form of cricket. Still he leads
Mumbai Indians in this form of cricket in Indian Pre-
mier League.

SIR DONALD BRADMAN
AND SACHIN TENDULKAR
Iconic Indian batsman Tendulkar who be-

came the only cricketer in history to have scored 50
Test Centuries emerged winner over Don Bradman,
the legend of the past era of world cricket.

Recently the Australian newspaper ‘Sydney
Morning Heralds’ held a survey asking for ‘The great-
est batsman ever ; Bradman or Tendulkar’. The re-
sult was that 67% voted for Tendulkar and 99% for
Bradman.

A cricket lover from Australia says, “l am an
Australian. | love Don Bradman, But my unbiased
thought is that Sachin is greater. Sachin has scored
more than 30,000 runs. He is playing in an era where
every ball is analysed and taken note of. Yet 12 na-
tions have not found the way to stop him”. Yes, Sachin
Tendulkar is better than Sir Donald Bradman.
Tendulkar has played all the three forms of the game
to Bradman’s one. Tendulkar has played around on
many diffrent pitches, against a variety of bowlers
and is the highest run getter in tests and one-dayers.
Undisputedly, Sachin is the best ever.

The little master always received showers of
praised from his admirers. He has been accom-
panying pressure of form, fame, adulation,
rechness, glamour, temptation along with duty
towards his family. Still he is a sea of calmness.
He is gentle, vesatile and soft spoken. He al-
ways gets moral support from his wife, children
and his brother Ajit.

Sachin was with
‘Padmashree’ by Indian Government. He also

honoured
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received ‘Maharashtra Bhushan’ from the gov-
ermnment of Maharashtra.

But this is not enough for this ‘Kohinoor’
of India. We request the Indian Government to
confer upon his the highest honour of the na-
tion. Sachin deserves no less than ‘Bharat
Ratna’ because Sachin Ramesh Tendulkar is
really “The God of Cricket” as Lata Mangeshkar,
the Melody Queen Stated.

Let’s wish Sachin the best for the com-
ing world cup - 2011 and pray the Almighty to
bless him with a long centenarian and happy
life to guide the Indian Cricket.
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Farmers Sumde

- Bharti D. Nimburkar
B.Sc.-Part - 11

Agriculture provides the principal means of live-
lihood for over 60% of India’s population. Despite a steady
decline in its share to the gross Domestic Product (GDP)
agriculture remains the largest economic sector in the
country. Low and volatile growth rates under the sector
and the recent escalation of an agrarian crisis in several
parts of the country pose a threat not only to national
food security but also to the economic well being of the
nation as a whole.

In 1947 the share of Agriculture in total GDP
was 50%. Gradually it declined and has now come down
to about 20%. Still however 60% population depend on
agriculture for the survival. In 1988-89 i.e. prior to intro-
duction of Financial Sector Reforms, growth rate in Agri-
culture in India was 15.4%, which has come down to
9.4%(2006-07). Due to rapid growth of rural population
and division of families the farmland has undergone rapid
fragmentation. Presently 80% of the farmland holding
are with the small and marginal farmers owning land up
to 5 acres. For these category of farmers cost of produc-
tion by way of farm inputs has increased manifold over
the years while the productivity of the land remained at
the same level and sale price of farm produce has not
commensurately increased. These factors have driven
farmers to the debt trap and have caused distress lead-
ing to suicide.

The smaller the landholding higher is the cost of

production. The distressed economy of small scale crop
cultivation is further accentuated by lack of knowledge,
scientific application of crop management, diversifica-
tion practices, inappropriate system such as non avail-
ability of quality input material in time, inadequate irriga-
tion facility, non-remunerative prices, dominance of
middlemen in Agricultural Marketing Structure. It is en-
couraging to see that our country is one of the fastest
growing economies in the world. Reform process in most
of the economic sectors is in place. There is healthy
competition in almost all the sectors leading to cost re-
duction. GOl has planned to achieve 10% growth by 2012,
but all this cannot be achieved unless the targetted growth
is ensured for Agriculture sector.

There is an old saying in Marathi “bFks ‘ksrdjh
dtkZrp tUerks vkf.k dtkZrp ejrks “which means “Farmer
takes the birth in debt and die in the same condition”.
This was the position of farmers before independence
and it still continue after 63 years of independence. I
we analyse the suicides by farmers in Maharashtra it is
revealed that it is higher in Vidarbha region of the State
where farmers preferred cultivation of ‘white gold”i.e. cotton
- a risky venture that suffered due to non-availability of
quality seeds coupled with the farmers or incapacity to
buy costly Bt. cotton seeds. They could also not get
remunerative price for their produce.
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Life does in dtspossesso(m

- Devendra Bhad
B.A.-Part - 111

The woodcutter’s axe begged for its handle
form the tree. The tree gave it. One really gropes
for appropriate words to describe this level of self
sacrificing munificence. This is beyond generosity.
This is something else. When Karna in Mahabharat
gave away his “kavach”and “kunadal” to Indra who
came to his in the guise of poor Brahmin, Karna
knew that he was parting with life by giving away
things that immortalized him. Ahae didn’t hesitate.

The loftiness if human heart is when you don’t
ever care for your existence and give away what
constitutes your life. Urdu poet and critic Mazhar
Imam said, “Koi dar se mere khaali na jaaye. .. jaan
bhi de doon agar tu bulaye.” (No one should return
form my life if'it’s asked for) Human history is replete
with instances of ultimate and most willing self-
sacrifices. In mythology, one comes across the story
of sage Dadhichi, who went into “Samadhi” (deep
contemplation) and died, so that his bones could be
used by gods to defeat asuras (demons). The vajra
made forms his bones ultimately vanquished all
“asurans”

David Emloncks approached Scottish
doctor Sir Alexander Fleming and requested him to
try his penicillin on him. He didn’t ask for anything.
His only wish was to offer his boby for experiments
to save the mankind. Pierre Elcai gleefully allowed
Louis Pasteur to vaccinate him for the vaccine of
rabies, caused by a canine bite or even a bruise.

Man is capable of sacrificing his own self
and his life and that’s the greatness. Giving away
sans any expectations is the key to everlasting
greatness. Immortality lies not in possession but in
dispossession. When a zen monk lost his home, he
thanked the universe and said,”Now, the boundless
sky is my roof and there is nothing,restricting my
vision to see the stars!”

A stoically dispassionate approach to things
can enrich life. In the last century, A tourist from the
United States visited the famous Polish rabbi, Hofaiz
Chaim. He was astonished to see that the rabbi,s
home was only furniture was a table and a bench.
“Rabbi, where’s your furniture?” said Hofetz.

“Mine ? But I'm passing through. I’'m only
a visitor here.” “So am I,” was the reply. We’re all
visitors. World’s an in and we’re forever in transit.
The life that can be utilized for the manking is the life
that is most sought after. While leaving the word,
onerealizes that nothing belongs to him/her. jayega
jab yahaan se kuchh bhi na paas hoga.... Do ghaz
kafan ka tukda tera libaas hoga., ( When you depart,
you’ll have nothing on your person.... A shred of
twe yards will be your only apparel).

To quote Ahmad Nadeem Qasmi, ““ Yahi hai
zindagi ka sabaq.... Luta de sab kuchh kisi ke
maangne se pahle.” (The gretest lesson of life is to
sacrifice whatever you’ve even before someone asks
for it). So divine, isn’t it?
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A brain of taouqats

- Bhushan Charpe
B.A.-Part - II

I was on my way back to Nagpur from
Kolkota by train where I had been to on an official
trip. At Durg station a mother and daughter boarded
the train and occupied the berths opposite mine.
From their conversations I could infer that the
daughter was studying in Pune and her mother was

going along to drop her there.

As are all the youngsters now, the daughter was soon
immersed in her mobile phone sending out messages,
ordering for something and doing multitude of
activities all through mobile applications in addition

to answering queries of her mother.

I was wondering about the multi-skilled
talents of the present generation even though
conversations with parents have dwindled to
monosyllables in between these hordes of activities.
Being Lunchtime I was waiting for my lunch to arrive
from the pantry. The mother took out Lunch packets
from their Luggage and the daughter spread out a
few pages of a newspaper in between. They placed
the Lunch packets on the newspaper and started

having their Lunch.

On finishing their Lunch the girl wiped the

berth with the newspaper and whatever crumbs were

on the berth was casually pushed on to the floor. I
was wondering at the attitude of the girl who was
just concerned about cleaning the area she used but
not bothered about the filth she was creating for

others.

It was a replica of our countrymen who want
their residences clean but do not bat an eyelid while
throwing waste around the street even if it happens

to be just outside their residences.

The girl then climbed on to the upper berth
to have a nap and her mother used the lower berth.
But then before going to sleep the girl was applying
lipstick to her lips. I was wonderstruck at this nature
of the youngster who was more concerned about
her appearance even while going to sleep. To me
the new generation, though technically advanced,
seemed to be becoming more self-seemed to be

becoming more self-centered.

It then struck me that we have been trying
to create a vibrant, skilled new generation but
somehow we are cocooning ourselves to selfishness
and ignoring the aspect of collective good. But then
there is also a silver lining and a solution to this. What

ifthe skills of the new generating be diverted towards
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finding solutions to problems concerning common
good? Rural healthcare, scientific waster harvesting
alternative energy sources, effective traffic
management are some of some of the areas which
require immediate intervention and involvement of
the next generation Maybe the Government should
take measures to make these areas attractive for
involving the next generation by way of good
remunerative options and recognition. Compulsory
service for a specified period in above areas should
be made mandatory for students passing out of IITs
and other prestigious institutions where learning is
subsidized by the Government . A train of thoughts

was engulfing my mind.

A loud sound similar to that of continuous
gunshots shook me out of my reverie. A young guy
on the side berth was watching a movie on his mobile
phone without earphone. He seemed unconcerned
about the disturbances caused to fellow passengers.

My thoughts on common good went for a toss.

DREAM

Hold fast to dreams

For if dreams die
Life is a broken-winged bird
That cannot fly.

Hold fast to dreams

For when dreams go

Life is a barren field
Frozen with snow.

e

HOWTOACHIEVE

THE SUCCESS
- Kirti Thakre
B.A.-II
1o dream the impossible dream
To fight the unbeatable toe
To bear with unbearable sorrow
To run where the braved were not to go
1o love the pure and chess afair
1o right the unforgivable wrong
1o try the Arms are vairy
To reach that unreachable star
This is my guilt to follow that star
No matter how id it long
No matter how far
To fight for right without questions, without
couse
To be willing to march in to the hell for heav-
enly cause
There is no stop for that war.
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