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STITCH IN TIME Ku. Aishwary Chaudhari

B.Sc.III

You find a little hole in your coat, so small that you do not think it matters.
Later, you find it has become a big tear; and it takes you more than nine stitches
with needle and thread, and time and trouble, to repair it. [f you have mended it at
once, you could have done it in a minute or so and with one or two stitches. So the
proverb means, take things in time and you will save yourself a lot of trouble. A
small hole in a canal embankment can be stopped up with very little trouble; but
if it is neglected, it will widen into a great breach which will call for much labour
and expense to make it right again. As the old saying teaches, a kingdom may be
lost by neglecting to replace a nail in a horse's shoe. “ For want of a nail, the shoe
was lost; for want of a shoe, the horse was lost; for want of a horse, the rider was
lost; for want of a rider, the battle was lost; for want of the battle , the kingdom
was lost.”

This letter applies to matters of health. A man catches a cold and, thinking ita
small matter, neglects it. It develops into pneumonia, and he is dangerously ill for
weeks, or even dies. Ifhe had taken the cold in time, he would have saved his life,
or at any rate much suffering, loss of time and the expense of doctor's heavy bills.
Or he neglects a scratch or cut, and develops blood-poisoning , and is seriously
ill; whereas if he had attended to the wound at once, no harm would have come to
him.

It can be applied, too, to morals and character. No one gets into a bad habit all
at once. All habits begin with small and apparently innocent indulgences. For
example, drunkenness. A drunkard begins by taking a glass of wine or whisky
now and then, and thinks nothing of it. But the appetite for drink grows until it
becomes a craving; and before he knows where he is, he has become a slave to
drink. As a Japanese proverb says, “First the man takes a drink; then the drink
takes a drink; then the drink takes the man.” The only safe way is to avoid the first
glass. .

Paying no attention to small details and the neglect of small beginnings, have

Qarred many a promising career. ;
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Hundreds of millions of years ago, there was nothing of what we see today.
The world was totally empty and there was darkness all around. There was only
God and he created everything that we see today all around us.

Then God said, “Let there be light,” and light appeared. Then God
separated the light from darkness. He named light as day, and darkness as night.

On the second day, God wanted to create the sky. So he said, “Let there be a
sky,” and the sky appeared.

On the third day, God created the earth and the sea. He said, “Let the earth
produce all kinds of plants,” and the earth was full of plants, which gave fruits,
vegetables, flowers and grains.

On the fourth day, God created the sun , the moon and the stars and placed
them in the sky.

On the fifth day, God said, “Let the water be filled with living beings and
the air with all kinds of birds,” and the sky became populated with birds of
different varieties and the water by fishes.

God also said, “Let the earth be populated with animals,” and the earth was
filled with animals of all kinds, both domestic and wild.

On the sixth day, God said, “I must now make a being that will be different
from all other living creatures. He should resemble me and should have the
power over all living creatures in water, land and air. I call him, Man.”

Then God took some soil from the ground and formed a man out of it. He
blew life into it and it began to breathe. In addition, God named him, Adam.

God then created a magnificent and beautiful garden and called it Paradise.
In the garden, He created all kinds of trees that bore fruits and flowers. To supply
water to this garden, God created ariver.

In the centre of the garden, was a tree that gave the knowledge of what is
good and what is bad.

God then placed Adam in the garden to cultivate it and keep himself busy.
He told Adam, “You can eat the fruits from the trees except the one that g ows in
the centre. This fruit which I call the apple is entlrely forbidden for you.”

‘ Moreover, Adam obeyed God.

God then sensed that Adam was lonely and said, “It is not at all good for

Q&m to live alone. He needs company and I shall create a suitable companion for




And when Adam was in deep sleep, God removed one of his ribs and closed
the flesh. He then created a woman from it and names her, Eve.

When Adam woke up, he was happy to see another person beside him. Soon
they became friends.

Then on the seventh day, God rested because He was tired.

Both Adam and Eve lived happily in the Garden of Eden that God called
Paradise. They lived amongst trees and lions, elephants and bears and all other
wild creatures. But they were never frightened of them. They also had no clothes
to wear and did not feel ashamed of being naked. They ate the fruits from the trees
and drank the water from the river. Everything went on well until evil took its
turn.

One day, the devil (The bad angel whom God had cast out of heaven and
put into hell) holds the snake to tell Eve to disobey God and eat the fruit (apple)
that grew in the centre of the garden.

When she was told this, Eve replied, “But God has forbidden usto eat it. He
said that the fruitis not good for us.”

The snake laughed at Eve and told her, “God has told you not to eat that
fruit because He does not want you to be like Him. By eating the fruit, you will
gain wisdom and be like God.”

The snake coaxed Eve and told her, “Go ahead and eat it. The fruit is good
foryou.”

Then when God was not looking, Eve quietly plucked out the fruit and ate
halfofit. She then offered the other halfto Adam.

Now as soon as they ate the fruit, to their horror, they became conscious of
their nakedness. And so they covered themselves with leaves and hid behind a
bush because they felt guilty.

When God came to know that they had eaten the forbidden fruit, He
became angry and told them, “You have sinned and are not fit to live in Paradise.
You will be sent down to earth and will have to work hard all your life for a living.
You will also suffer the pain for bringing up your children into the world. Your
life will be full of hardships and sorrows until you return to the dust which I have
created you from.”

God was also angry at the snake. He summoned him for conspiring with the

devil and put a curse on him.
When Adam and Eve were sent down to earth, they faced many hardships.
They made clothes from animal hides which they killed for their food and did not
enjoy the heavenly comforts any more. Since then all hardships are there on the

wrth. | :
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Literature is the mirror of life and of the age, in which it is created or written.
It provides a true an actual record of the social, economic, political and religious
conditions of those times. The literary man is definitely affected by the incidents and
goings-on of the society, in which he lives. He makes an account of all the incidents,
which occur in that age and watches them closely. He tries to produce a faithful and
real scene reflective of his age. He also presents the feelings and sentiments of the
human mind either in the form of appreciation or in the form of bitter criticism.

History is based on evidence and so it is a real picture of life. Literature is a
picture of life both real and ideal. It lays stress on what it ought to be and not on what
it is. Literature reveals the beauty and truth of idea. History is sequential and a
photographic representation of the events of a particular age, in which they take
place. Literature is not history, but in every creative literature, truth of art should be a
part of it. "Faerie Queene', Milton's 'Paradise Lost', Tulsi's 'Ram Charitamanas' and
'"Mahabharata' may be studied as books of social facts. But, the work of a critic is
different. His work is based on the work of a literary artist. Sometimes he wishes to
disassociate himself from the tendencies of his age.

Literature is made up of reality and falsehood. But, its function is to create an
ideal world. Keats creates an imaginary world of his own. Wordsworth sermonizes
to be a worshipper of nature. We see that all the great masters of literature in every
language were profoundly moved by human suffering. Bacon, Milton,
Shakespeare, Keats, Shelley, Tulsidas, Balmiki, Kalidas and Socrates have never
ignored the pathetic aspect of human life on the scene in their respective ages. Thus,
literature aims at instructing man through various devices of language, technique
and theme. It also aims at following the rules of nature and the realities of human
existence.

The quality of literature depends on the quality of mind, which produces it.
The personality of the writer is revealed in his work. A powerful literary artist makes
an impact on the society of his time. He leaves a stamp of his personality on his work
as well as on the minds of the people of his age. Thus, his literature becomes
priceless. It becomes a treasure house of learning. It guides the life of the people.
Such an author becomes the representative artist ofhis age.

Literature and society are linked and they cannot be separated. Literature is
supposed to be the mirror of life. The genius literary artist shapes the society with his
genius and technique. It is the written document of men and members. ‘

@)
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India is a vast country. It comprises of people of different castes,
communities and religions. These people have different thoughts and habits.
Sometimes, their habits and behaviour are harmful to the society. So, our society
is not free from evils. These evils come in the way of our progress and
development.

Superstition is one of the greatest social evils. Many people believe inevil
spirits and ghosts. Sadhus and cunning people take advantage of such people.
They are made to perform cruel and inhuman deeds. People who have no
children do cruel things. They sacrifice animals and stoop to the level of
sacrificing even human beings. Some do strange things to get wealth.

Dowry system is another great curse of our society. It has disturbed the
peace and happiness of the home and society. In the past, parents gave dowry to
their daughters at the time of their marriage. It was a kind of gift. Now, it has
become essential to give dowry.

The evil effect of the dowry system can be seen in our social life. Many
girls remain unmarried because their parents cannot give dowry. A suitable
match depends on dowry. The demand for it is on the increase. Serious steps in
this direction must be taken to solve this problem.

Drinking and gambling are other social evils. Some people have taken to
drinking and gambling. Besides, some people have formed the habit of taking
drugs. In the course of time, these drug addicts and drunkards spoil their health
and become unfit for any physical work. They have become a burden on their
families.

The cast system is doing a great harm to our country. The people of the
higher caste look down upon the people of lower caste. Even now, people of the
lower castes have to suffer a lot. We should keep a positive check in the progress
of our country. Politicians seek votes in the name of caste and community and are
responsible in furthering it.

In order to eliminate the social evils of our country we must, today, vow to

fight against them together. ;
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“OUR SWEETEST SONGS ARE THOSE THAT TELL OF SADDEST
THOUGHT” - P.B.SHELLEY
This is the line from Shelley's well-known poem, “ To a Skylark”™. Perhaps Indian
students cannot know what the song of the skylark means to English folk in the spring time.
The lark is a little brown bird that builds its nest on the ground. The male bird, especially in
the mating season, rises in a spiral flight up into the sky, singing ceaselessly its joyous
song. It goes up and up, “higher and still higher,” until it is lost to sight in the sky, and
becomes what Tennyson calls “a sightless song”, for it is heard even when not seen. It still
sings as it descends, and is not silent until it alights on the ground near its nest again.
It was the happiness of one of these joyous little birds that inspired Shelley's poem,
which begins, “ Hail to thee , blithe spirit”; and he cries-
“Teach us, sprite or bird,
What sweet thoughts are thine?
I have never heard
Praise of love or wine
That panted forth a flood of rapture so divine.”
The carefree joy of the lark made him think of the sadness and perplexity of human life.
What a contrast! The bird is full of joy; but we-
“We look before and after,
And pine for what is not:
Our sincerest laughter
With some pain is fraught;
Our sweetest songs are those that tell of saddest thought.”
Shelley's own life was a sad one. He was an eager spirit, ever seeking perfection- his head
full of beautiful dreams of impossible utopias. His health was frail, and he was too
sensitive to criticism and ridicule. He often fell into depressed moods, in one of which he
wrote-
“I could lie down like a tired child,
And weep away this life of care
Which I have borne and yet must bear.”
If only he had the joyous spirit of the lark, what glorious poetry he could write!
“Teach me halfof the gladness
That thy brain must know,
Such harmonious madness
From my lips would flow,
The world should listen then, as I am listening now.” -t :
To such a man, it was natural to think that the saddest songs are the sweetest. But to

Qppier spirits, perhaps, the sweetest songs are those that are glad songs. There is, however, ;

formost of us a peculiar sweetness in sad music-“The sad, still music of humanity™.
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Ever since independence, the question of rejection or retention of English
as a subject of study has been the cause of agitation in the public mind of India.
People believed that English would also go with the departure ofthe British from
India forever. But, English has struck its roots deeply in the Indian soil.

It is spoken widely and it serves as a link between people speaking
different languages. A Bengali-speaking man speaks English for expressing his
ideas and feelings in the South and similarly the people of South India speak
English in East India, as they do not understand Bengali. Thus, on account of the
large number of regional languages, English continues to be the language of
great significance and use.

English is losing its hold over India day by day. According to the
Constitution of India, in Devnagri script, has been the official language of our
country since 1950. But, a provision was made for English to continue for 15
years. On January 26, 1965, Hindi was officially recognized as the national
language and English was to continue the associate language. This caused an
outburst of the violence in the South. The union government again granted some
concession to the pained South by allowing English to continue as the official
language. The people working in the government offices are so practiced with
expression in English that they find it really difficult to express themselves it in
Hindi. Continued agitations by students in the north had dethroned English from
the pride of place and position.

English has its hold in the field of public work, as the forms in Banks,
Railways, and Income Tax Offices etc. are printed in both Hindi and English.
Letters written to non-Hindi speaking states are sent along with its English
translated version. The President of India, when addressing to our nation, speaks

QHindi, but it is followed by its English translation. ;




/ English is an international language and it is the most widely spokb
language in the world. It is the language of political negotiations and commercial
matters. It is a necessary medium of communication in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Defence and Scientific Research. English contains the translations of the
best work of the world's greatest authors. Moreover, there is a long tradition of
the study of English in India and there are great facilities for its study.

English is the only language in our country that can help forge the link
among the people of India. Hindi is not yet serviceable in the spheres of interstate
communication. Our regional languages are not well equipped for becoming the
medium of instruction. Even in North India, science, engineering and medicine
are taught in English. So, one has to study English to be in touch with the latest
knowledge and learning. Our dealings with other countries of the world make
English more important. We do not understand the languages used by the other
countries.

The final position is, thus quite clear that English will stay in our country.
But, we should study English voluntarily as a Russian studies French, German or
Sanskrit. We should accept it as an associate language at the level of interstate
communication. So far as intellectual life is concerned, English should continue
to occupy its rightful place in our educational institutions.

India is a land of many languages, cultures and religions. So, in the absence of
a link language, its unity may just collapse. English can only be a link language.
So, we should continue to learn English with an open mind, but we should
develop our own languages. English can be used to stay in touch with the thought
ofthe world.
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One poet says,
“My never failing failing friends are they
With whom I converse day by day.”

Books are our best friends. They never deceive or desert in our hour of need
like so many of our human friends. And the advantages once received from the
reading of books remain with us throughout our lives.

Reading a book is perhaps the greatest source of pleasure to a cultured
person. Reading broadens his outlook, drives away his narrow prejudices and
lightens up his mind with truth and knowledge.

[t is a great pleasure for us to read the books of the masterminds of the past
who have brightened up the ages with the strength and beauty of their vision. As
we read their books, we seem to see them appear before us. We seem to talk with
them and they seem to instruct us through the medium of their books. Reading the
great poetry of the past we seem to be carried away to a kingdom of joy and
forgetfulness, a kingdom where there is no care, no worry, no anxiety. We come
to be acquainted with the masterminds of the world like Valmiki, Kalidas,
Tagore, Shakespeare, Milton and Shelley, Shaw, Yeats and many others through
the medium of their literary productions and feel inspired by their beauty, grace
and idealism.

Reading books is also one way of passing our spare time. When you have
time and no work to do, take a book from the shelf and time will pass pleasantly.
Reading also relieves us of our mental suffering. When one is struck down with
sorrow he may, with a book in his hand, forget all his trouble in the comfort ofhis
bedroom or under the shade of a tree.

" Reading not only gives us pleasure, it also enriches our mind. Through

\moks, we can reap the advantage from the experience of noble minds. Through it ;




/we come to have a keener sight into life and its problems, and a lasting interesth
our neighbours and surrounding. Life does not have a dull and monotonous
aspect any longer but in every page, we come across fresh wonders and mysteries
waiting for us.

We have , however, to be very careful in our selection of books to read. In
the world of today, we find countless writers writing a very large number of
books- good, bad and indifferent. Before the invention of the printing press, it
was difficult for the man to get a hold of the manuscript of a good book but now
due to the great number of books available for reading, it has become very
difficult for us to choose what books to read and what to reject. The selection of
proper books has now become a matter of great interest, as well as necessity to
the reader. Luckily, we are called up to select our reading only when we have
finished our educational career. During the years spent in the school and college,
the students get very little time for selective reading as he has to concentrate his
attention towards the textbooks prescribed in the schools and colleges.

True education only begins when our educational career ends. Every man
of true education and culture is a student throughout his life. And it is only the
men with a mature mind and deep knowledge who can properly select books for
his reading. He can quickly decide which books are to be tasted, which are to be
chewed and which are to be digested. Far more numerous are the people who do
not take so much care in their selection of reading material. They generally read a
book only to pass an idle hour without taking care of what they are reading. And
the danger lies in the fact that there are not many good books available in
comparison with the large amount of cheap books we find circulating around us.
People read only sort of book with object of killing time but in the process they
end by killing their souls also. So in order to be a good reader one must be
selective in one's reading. He should also read faithfully with his best attention in
all kinds of things in which he has a real interest and which he finds to be really fit
for what he is engaged in.
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Since education is the soul of our democracy, so far, its universalisation is
concerned, media has a vital role to play. But media gives very little time or space
to educational issues, educational policies and strategies.

Media is both mirror and torch of the society. News media, whether it is
newspapers or news magazines or news bulletins or news channels works like a
mirror. But a mirror should work like a plain mirror, which should reflect the
exact picture of the society. But many a times, media works like a concave or
convex mirror which reflects the enlarged or reversed or imaginary picture of the
society. Today, the growth rate of yellow journalism is much faster than the
growth rate of investigative journalism and there has been more yellow
journalism in the name of investigative journalism. Media is trusting from
mission to profession, from profession to sensation and from sensation to
commission. Today, the theory of Commerce is more applicable to media than
the theory of journalism and mass- communication. So media is deviating from
its main objectives. Today, developmental aspects are neglected in media
whether it is print media or electronic media or web media. Media is no doubt a
mirror. But it is very much influenced by the western media. It often copies the
critical and negative style from the western media. John B. Bogart of England
emphasized that we should report the events as it is. We have nothing to do with
its consequences. But in Indian context, this blind imitation of the west appears to
be wrong. The western philosophy is based on the materialistic pleasures
whereas Indian philosophy is based on spiritual pleasure. If the glass is half-
empty, then this is also true that the glass is half-full.

Therefore, for development of journalism like education, our outlook should
always be positive. Our media, no doubt, is highlighting the achievements of
education but not able to motivate people to participate in educational activities.
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The Indian women in the past enjoyed a dignified place in the society.
They stood out in diverse spheres of life. During Muslim and British rule, her
position had been overshadowed. She was deprived of her liberty and freedom.

With the freedom of the country, she recovered her lost position and
reasserted her equality with man. All professions have been thrown open to her
and she has managed to distinguish herself in various spheres of life such as
politician, a diplomat, an administrator, a poet, a scholar, a lawyer or army
women in airlines, etc.

Today, she is an important part of the nation building activity. The women
of the village live completely divorced from the freedom that her urban sisters
enjoy. They still live under the domination of men. However, it is comforting that
the wave of liberation is steadily reaching them and it is hoped that in the near
future, woman as a whole shall constitute the enlightened section of our
community.

The future progress of the country depends upon her cause and the skill,
with which she rears the future generation. By virtue of their natural quality of
persuasion, tact, sympathy and love, they make better teachers.

As doctors and surgeons, they relieve much human suffering and pain. They are
cool- headed, objective and unbiased in their approach. They are highly devoted
and have a peaceful approach to problems.

She can teach the rules of hygiene and sanitation to the child with great
ease. She can bring about true moral, social and spiritual liberation among the
masses.

Women of our country still have to fight against men and age-old
prejudices to assert themselves. Men must, therefore, dispel the vain and
pointless fright of superiority and grant them equal chance and opportunity in
life.
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Inthe modern age, science has undeniably become a vital part of life. It has
placed miraculous power into the hands of man. Man has, more or less,
conquered the forces of nature with the help of science. Science has rendered its
precious service to humanity in a variety of spheres. It helps in our work and
makes it possible for us to eat, sleep and have comfort. Civilized life is the life led
in the lap of science. The most valuable service rendered by science to
civilization is the control over environment. The inventions of agricultural
machines and chemical fertilizers have increased production. Tube-wells, canals
and dams have helped us to supply water for so that the agriculture production
increases.

In industry, giant power-driven machines make men's job easy,
comfortable and pleasant. Science has extracted minerals and oils of great value
from the bowls of the Earth. Machines have relieved man of heavy burdensome
task and provided ample leisure, which he can use in cultural activities.

Science has invented new means of entertainment and education like
cinema, radio and television. We can hear and enjoy music, speeches of great
leaders and the running commentary of international games. With the help of
television set, we can hear and see the artists with our own eyes while they are
performing. Modern man has refrigerators and coolers to make his life more
comfortable. Motorcars, trains and aeroplanes have made his journey safer and
quicker. Man has also conquered time and space with the help of advanced means
of transport and communication. It is now possible to rush help to any part of the
world in case of flood, an earthquake etc. It has reduced the world to the size of a
small family. The Printing Press has expelled unawareness and promoted
enlightenment. Medical sciences have made amazing inventions for protecting
man from fatal diseases. Till only a few years back, diseases like leprosy, cancer,
tuberculosis and polio were untreatable. People suffering from these diseases,
would strike horror and pity on one hand and despair on the other. However,
today X-rays, antibiotic drugs and surgical operations have controlled disease %

o )



ﬁ great extent. Science has given eyes to the blind, ears to the deaf and legs to t}h
crippled. It has checked the diseases, improved the standard of health and
increased the longevity of human life. Plastic surgery can even change a monster
into a fairy. Scientific breeding has yielded satisfactory results in case of animals,
plants and even men. Science has also helped us to produce test-tube babies.
Science has provided man with various means of comforts. The gift of

electricity has placed unlimited power in the hands of mankind. It not only runs
our factories and mills, but also lights our houses, cools and warms our rooms
and works our fans. We no longer need to sweat in the heat or shiver from the
cold.

One of the miracles of science is the discovery of atomic energy. It has created
a paradise on Earth. It can create artificial weather for crops and it can make
barren land fertile. Fatal and incurable diseases can be cured with its help. Atom
bomb, hydrogen bomb, missiles and other destructive war armaments are the
valuable gifts of science. Men have succeeded in reaching the moon and explore
its mysterious regions. Man is also trying to reach other planets in the coming
future.

Dams have been raised to check floods. No doubt, science has provided
knowledge and power and affected life at several points. But in doing so, science
has also created a large number of problems for the human race. Huge labour and
timesaving machines have created means of large-scale unemployment.
Destructive weapons provided by atomic energy are hanging like a two-edged
sword on our heads. They can destroy civilization, in minutes, thereby nullifying
centuries of hard and sustained labour. Science has also created boredom from
which relief is found only in sex, drink and drugs. Large-scale industrialization
has caused the concentration of wealth in a few hands leading to the exploitation
of labour . Better living standards have led to competition. Man has gained the
world, but lost his soul.

Thus, knowledge and power gained through science should be used for
creative and constructive aims. It is the duty of political leaders, humanists,
social reformers and religious teachers to give a sense of purpose to mankind. It is
true that evil lies, not in science, but only in its application. The remedy itself lies
in science well used. RS S ” :
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Today, we have bigger houses and smaller families; more conveniences,
less time; we have more degrees but less common sense; more knowledge but

less judgment; we have more experts but more problems; more medicines but
less healthiness.

We spend too recklessly, laugh, too little, drive too fast, get too angry, stay
up too late, get up too tired, read too little, watch TV too often. We have
multiplied our passions but reduced our values. We talk too much, love too little
and lie too often. We have learned how to make a living, but not a life; we have
added years to life, not life to years.

Today, we have taller buildings, but shorter tempers, wider freeways, but
narrower viewpoints. We spend more, but have less; we buy more, but enjoy it
less. We have been all the way to the moon and back, but have troubles crossing
the street to meset the new neighbours.
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